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  Gathering  
 

OPENING HYMN 221 – Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
 

 

Order of Service for  

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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INVOCATION 
 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  

 

  Prayer and Praise  
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
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M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

 

 

 
M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

Praise the Almighty; my soul, adore him! 

Yes, I will laud him until death. 

With songs and anthems I’ll come before him 

As long as he allows me breath. 

From him my life and all things came; 

Bless, O my soul, his holy name. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Praise, all you people, the name so holy 

Of him who does such wondrous things! 

All that has being, to praise him solely, 

With happy heart its Amen sings! 

Children of God, with angel host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Alleluia! Alleluia!   (235:1,4) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-

failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 

leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
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  The Word  
 

FIRST LESSON   Deuteronomy 4:1,2,6-8 
God declares the seriousness with which he had given his Word and the seriousness of his intent that we listen to it. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 4:1
 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow 

them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God 

of your fathers, is giving you.
 2
 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, 

but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 
6
 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, 

who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.” 
7
 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the 

LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 
8
 And what other nation is so great as to 

have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 

 
PSALM 119c    340 – Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
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SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 6:10-20 
In your spiritual battles, be fitted with the armor of God, which comes from the Word. 

 
EPESIANS 6:10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
11

Put on the full armor of 

God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
12

For our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
13

Therefore put on the full 

armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand. 
14

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around 

your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15

and with your feet fitted with the 

readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
16

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, 

with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17

Take the helmet of 

salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18

And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the saints.  

 
19

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will 

fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 
20

for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray 

that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 

 

 

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 
What makes people “unclean” in God’s sight?  Not what goes in, but what comes out…  

sins of the heart that fail to respect the Word. 
 

MARK 7:1
The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around Jesus and 
2
saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” 

that is, unwashed. 
3
(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a 

ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 
4
When they come from the 

marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as 

the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)  

 
5
So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live 

according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”  

 
6
He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

“‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  
7
They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’  

8
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.” 

14
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 

15
Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out 

of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’ ”   
21

For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 

adultery, 
22

greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 
23

All these evils 

come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’” 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 471 - Renew Me, O Eternal Light 
 

 


  Sermon  
Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 

 

Wash Where Sin Lives 
Sermon notes: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.   
Offerings can be given in any of four ways: 

1. Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 
2. On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 
3. On your phone with the Give+ app (a Vanco product) 
4. Scan the QR code to the right… 
                                       

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card.  The Connection  
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left... 

 

https://calvarydallas.org/give/
https://calvarydallas.org/
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  Prayers  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the whole Church and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, we ask You to be near us with Your Word and Spirit. Guide and lead us, that we 

may not stray from the way of Your commands nor forget the wonderful blessings that You have 

given to us. Direct us always with Your Word of truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

By Your Holy Spirit, protect us this day from the assaults of the devil. Equip us with the full 

armor of God, that we may be clothed in truth, righteousness, peace, faith and salvation, bearing 

the sword of the spirit, which is Your Word. Keep us all in safety and security from the forces of 

the evil one. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, preserve us from all that would defile us in heart and soul. Keep us from all evil 

thoughts, immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 

slander, pride and foolishness. Create in us a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

us, that we would be holy as You are holy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, You are the strength of the weak and the refuge of the powerless. Be with Your people who 

are struggling with doubt and temptation. Grant assurance to the doubtful and deliverance to 

those tempted by this world. Give Your power, grace and love to those who need it. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord of life, bring health and healing to Your people. We pray for everyone in need of Your 

mercy today [including ______________]. Strengthen them with Your Word of grace, that they 

would look to You for comfort in the midst of suffering and pain. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Lord God, purify our hearts with Your cleansing Word. Remove all impurities from us, and 

enable us to lead godly lives before You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to shed His blood 

on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. Bless us this day as we receive that same body and 

blood in this Holy Sacrament, remembering and proclaiming with joy the salvation accomplished 

for us by His death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

  The Sacrament  
 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen 

us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 

God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 

and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
 

 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of 
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 459 - O God, My Faithful God 
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  Sending  
 

THANK THE LORD 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER 
 

M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN 455 - Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 
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The Upside Down Kingdom End of Summer Worship Series 

 

Lewis Carroll, author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland said, “If I had a world of my own, everything would be 

nonsense. Nothing would be what it is, because everything would be what it isn’t. And contrary wise, what is, it 

wouldn’t be. And what it wouldn’t be, it would. You see?”  He got close in his description of Wonderland! 

 

Jesus got even closer!  As Jesus’ ministry drew to a close, he spoke boldly to about what the Kingdom of God was like.  

It was a kingdom unlike any other.  It was a kingdom in which our earthly expectations collided with God’s spiritual 

expectations.  It was… and is… an Upside Down Kingdom. 

 

God didn’t turn things upside down; we did.  The rebellion of God’s creatures (we, human beings) against the Creator 

has so disfigured our world that it’s hardly recognizable from the way God intended it to operate.  But that is why God 

the Father sent his Son into our world.  Jesus came to right our wrongs… to forgive our sins… to give us eyes to see 

how mixed up we are in this world.   

 

God’s perfect way is so unlike our sinful way, that when Jesus speaks it often sounds like nonsense.  He explains what 

God expects in His Kingdom and it seems all upside down: 

 

 First become last and last become first 

 We win when we lose, and we lose when we win 

 Big things are little and little things become big 

 Masters are servants and servants are masters 

 

As the Sundays after Pentecost wrap up, our attention turns back to the Gospel lessons from Mark.  The readings are 

stunning, and Jesus’ message is arresting.  Nothing is at it should be, at least that’s the impression Jesus gives us.  Hold 

on tight as we take our own adventure into God’s Upside Down Kingdom. 

 

 

 15th  Sunday after Pentecost (9/5): ................................ Where the Inside Stains (Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23) 

 16th Sunday after Pentecost (9/12): ............................... Calvary Family Reunion Sunday (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 17th Sunday after Pentecost (9/19): ............................... Where Losing Means Winning (Mark 8:27-35) 

 18th Sunday after Pentecost (9/26): ............................... Where the Least are the Greatest (Mark 9:30-37) 

 19th Sunday after Pentecost (10/3): ............................... Where the Little Things are Big Things (Mark 9:38-50) 

 20th Sunday after Pentecost (10/10): ............................. Where the Children are Blessed (Mark 10:2-16) 

 21st Sunday after Pentecost (10/17): ............................. Where the Poor are Rich (Mark 10:17-27) 

 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (10/24): ............................ Where the Masters are Servants (Mark 10:35-45) 

 


